
 Across the Atlantic ocean there is a country called England.  In England they 
don’t have a President, like we do in the United States.  Instead their leader is a 
King or Queen.  The people don’t choose them, they become King or Queen  
because their father or mother was the King or Queen before them.  The King 
or Queen of England makes the rules and all the people have to follow them.  

Hundreds of years ago there was a group of people who lived in England who 
were not happy with some of the rules that the King made.  The King decided 
that everybody should go to the same Church, and these people wanted to 
make a new church of their own.

So these people decided they would travel to a new land, where they could make 
up their own rules.  They got money from some businessmen and they bought a 
ship called the Mayflower.  There were 101 people who got on the Mayflower 
for the long trip to America.  When we talk about these people we call them 
Pilgrims, because that means people who take a long trip or journey to a new 
place.  

The trip across the Atlantic ocean took a very long time.  It was very crowded on 
the ship, they didn’t have good food to eat.  Lots of people got sick.  One baby 
was born, and some people died.  They traveled for 66 days!  Finally, they saw 
land!  They were so excited and happy.  Their ship landed in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts.  If you visit there today you will see a special rock that was close 
to where the Pilgrims stepped off their ship.  It has the number 1620 printed on 
it, because that was the year that the Pilgrims landed there.  

They had traveled such a long time, they had used up all the food they brought 
with them, it was about this time of year and the weather was starting to get 
cold.  There were no houses to live in or stores to buy food.  They tried to look 
for food and a place to keep warm.  Some of them slept on the Mayflower.   It 
was a very hard winter.  Many  of the Pilgrims got sick and died.  Finally spring 
came.  The Pilgrims knew that they needed to learn how to plant vegetables, 
hunt for meat and build houses.  But they had never done these things before.  

These Pilgrims were not the only people living in this new land.  There was a tribe 
of Wampanoag Indians who already lived here!  Sometimes we call these Indians 
Native Americans because they really were the first people to live in America.  
Two of these Wampanoag Indians came to see what the Pilgrims were doing in 
their land, their names were Squanto and Samoset.  Squanto and Samoset knew 



how to talk with the Pilgrims - they had learned their language from some 
people who had come to fish in the ocean near their tribe.  Squanto and 
Samoset became friends with the Pilgrims, and taught them many things they 
needed to know.  The Pilgrims spent the whole summer growing food and building 
warm houses.  When Fall came again, the Pilgrims were very happy and thankful 
that they were ready for winter.  They had warm places to live, and enough food 
to eat.  They decided to have a big party to say thank you to God for keeping 
them safe, and to the Indians for helping them.  They called this a feast because 
they had so much food.

Now, every year we celebrate Thanksgiving to remember all those people who 
lived here so many years ago, and to say thank you for all the wonderful things 
we have in our lives.


