
Dear Parents,
 We are so happy to have this opportunity to spend a small 
amount of time with next year’s kindergarten students.  We hope they 
will have a great time, and that this experience will alleviate a little 
anxiety they might have about beginning school in the fall.  
 We are attaching a calendar of fun activities for you and 
your child to do together this summer.  Also, we are attaching a list of 
readiness skills that are important for a successful transition to 
Kindergarten.  We hope you have a wonderful summer and look 
forward to meeting you in the fall!

What else can I do?

Talk often with your child to build listening and talking 
skills

1.  Talk with your child often … as you eat together, shop for groceries, walk to school, wait 
for a bus.  As she gets ready for school, ask about the stories and poems she is reading 
and what projects she has in science or art time.  Ask about friends and classmates 
(encourage her to use their names) and to describe the games they like to play 
together.  Ask questions that will encourage her to talk, and not just give “yes” or “no” 
answers.

2.  Have your child use his imagination to make up and tell you stories.  Ask 
questions that will encourage him to expand the stories.

PARENT TALK
 “Why didn’t the dog just run away?”
 “Where did the boy live?”
 “What kind of eyes did the monster have?

3.  Have a conversation about recent family photographs. Ask your child to 
describe each picture:  who is in it, what’s happening, and where the picture 
was taken.

4.  Listen to your child’s questions patiently and answer them just as patiently.  If you don’t 
know the answer to a question; work together to find one (look things up in a book or on 
the computer, for example.)

5.  Talk about books that you’ve read together.  Ask your child about favorite parts and 
characters and answer his questions about events or characters.



6.  Pay attention to how much T.V. your child is watching.  Set aside ‘no TV” time each day 
and use that time to talk together.

7.  Tell stories about your childhood.  Make a story out of something that happened, such as 
a special birthday or a visit to a zoo or city.

Show your child how books and print work

1.  As you read with your child, have him point out such things as front and back covers and 
the title.  Have him point out the names of authors and illustrators and tell what those 
people do.  Have him show you where you should start reading on a page.

2.  Help your child make connections between print and pictures as you read.  Have him find 
details in the pictures, then help him find and point to the words that name those details.

Focus your child’s attention on the sounds of 
spoken language.

1.  Sing or say nursery rhymes and songs.
2.  Play word games.

PARENT TALK
 “How many words can you say that rhyme with fox?  With bill?”
3.  Read a story or poem and ask your child to listen for words that begin with the same 

sound.  Have her say the words.  Then have her say another word that begins with that 
sound.

4.  As you read, stop and say a simple word.  Have your child say the sounds in the word, write 
the letters for the sounds, and then read what he wrote.

PARENT TALK
 “The dog is big.  Big.  Can you say the sounds in big?  Now can you write the letters for 

the sounds?  Good, now read the word to me.”

Help your child identify and name the letters of the 
alphabet

1.  Point out letters and have your child name them.

2.  Make an alphabet book with your child.  Have him draw pictures or cut pictures 
from magazines or use old photos.  Paste each picture into the book.  With 
your child, write the first letter of the word that stands for the object or person 
in the picture (for example, B for bird, M for milk, and so on.)


