
Dear Parents,

Your child has gained many skills and strategies this year at school.  
Over the summer months it is common for children to “forget’ some of 
what they learned, and also to lose confidence in the early reading 
skills they have developed.  I hope that by regularly reading these 
books together you can help your child enter 1st grade very confidently.

This envelope contains a set of 16 emergent readers.  They range in 
levels of difficulty from Level A to Level D.  These books are exactly 
right for your child to practice early reading skills.  They contain many 
of the sight words we have learned, and the number of words are 
limited on each page.

I am including a list of some of the reading strategies we used in 
Kindergarten.  When your child is reading and comes to a word he or she 
does not know please encourage him or her to use these strategies to 
figure it out.  Talk about these strategies together – ask your child to 
tell you which strategy might help.  

Begin with the lowest level books – Level A.  Read the book through to 
your child.  Then have him or her read it back to you, pointing to each 
word as (s)he reads.  Pointing to the words helps children learn to focus 
on the print.  Have a short discussion about the story.  Understanding 
what is read is an important part of reading.  Reread the same book 
for several days before moving on to another book, encourage your 
child to read it all by himself.  When you feel your child is comfortable 
reading books at Level A, move on to Level B, etc.  

Please do not limit your summer reading to these books.  Public libraries 
offer wonderful summer reading programs, and a wide variety of 
terrific books.  I am offering these books to you because it is difficult 
to find stories with easy and limited words, that are meant to 
practice beginning reading.  The Starfall books the children have 
brought home are another great source of early 
reading material.  

Most of all remember, our goal is to encourage 
children to fall in love with reading!

Have a wonderful summer.

   Diane


