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Let's Make Books!

Some of our reading readiness goals in Kindergarten are to
help children develop concepts about print, and the confidence
to see themselves as readers. We do this by exposing the
children to many simple books containing only a few easy words
or repetitive phrases. The pictures always match the words, so
the children are able to successfully "read" these books. Along
with turning the pages and reciting what they see, the children
are also gaining other essential skills. They are beginning to
understand the 1 to 1 relationship of spoken words to print,
they notice the spaces between words, and the left to right flow
of text. They begin to understand punctuation, and most
importantly, they feel excited about reading!

The children are most excited about books when they feel
a sense of ownership. We make many books at school, but I

would like each child to make a special book at home, to share
with our class. Please help your child with this project. You and
your child have time to complete these books, but I would like
them all turned in BEFORE the end of February. When it is your
child's Special Day, we will read the book he or she has made.
You may want to work on this book over the holiday break, and
you have the whole month of January to complete it if needed.

You may get the pictures for your book from a camera, or
from a magazine or catalog. I have some samples of books in
class if you would like to see some ideas. Please use very
simple words or repetitive phrases.

Some ideas are:
My House: (my kitchen, my bedroom, my living room, my bathroom...)
The Playground (the slide, the pirate ship, the house, the sandbox ...)
I Like Christmas (l like the tree, I like the presents, I like Santa...)
This ls My Family (This is my mom, ...my dad, my brother, .,.)
I Like Breakfast (cereal, toast, pancakes, e9gs, ...)
Shoes (big shoes, little shoes, tall shoes, short shoes, brown shoes)
The Farm (the pig, the cow, the horse ...)
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Toys Are Fun (Dolls are fun, Trucks are fun, Games are fun ...)
Plug lt ln (A lamp plugs in, A T.V. plugs in, a toaster plugs in ...)
I See The Flowers (l see the red flowers, I see the yellow flowers ...)
It Can Go (A car can go, A boat can go, A bike can go ...)
McDonald's (Hamburger, French fries, Coke, ...)

- Who Lives At The 7oo? (A tiger lives at the zoo, A monkey ...)
Book ideas are endless, it will depend on the pictures you take,
or the magazines and catalogs you receive at home. Just be
creative!

You may use any kind or color of paper you like. Please
make the books no larger than 9 X 1 2 inches. Please feel free to
call or write a note if you have any questions, or need
suggestions. Remember, there is no right or wrong way to
author a book. Please keep the books simple with few words. I

hope we will receive a wide variety of books!

Please include a title page, and make your child the author
and illustrator. lf you use camera photos, it would be great if
you could make double prints and make 2 copies of your book
instead of one. We are going to take turns taking these books
home overnight, and we will need extra books in order to have
enough copies to share.

Have fun with your child. Discuss different ideas before
choosing the topic. Get ideas from your child. Compose the
text (words) with your child, but I prefer an adult type or write
them so they are clearly legible for all the other children to
read. Share the joy of reading together, and discover the fun of
being an author!

Thank you for your support of this project. Please let me
know if there is any way I can help. Please send in your child's
book(s) as soon as they are completed. I would like to read it
on their next Special Day if possible. We only want to read one
book per day so we can give your child recognition as the author
of the day!


