
Look what we are working on!
 We are beginning to write words by listening carefully to the 
sounds we hear, and writing the letters which represent those sounds.  
The children and I call this phonetic spelling or “sound spelling.”  The 
children are at many different levels of readiness for this type of 
writing, but the important thing is for them to feel good about 
writing.  I am really excited when children are ready to take the risk 
of writing down the letters that they hear, and try spelling words on 
their own.  I think it is very important to encourage all their efforts, 
without criticism.  At this point it is more important for children to 
feel comfortable trying to hear the letter sounds and write, than to 
have correct spelling.  In fact, at school we refer to it as “book 
spelling” rather than correct or right.  
 There are many things you can do at home to help your child if 
he or she is not confident with letter sounds yet.  I am sending home 
a chart your child might use as a tool.  There is a picture cue for 
each letter of the alphabet that reminds the children of the Letter 
Sound Book that we made.  It helps them remember which letter 
makes each sound.  Copies of this chart are available in our room 
and some children find them helpful when they are stretching out 
words and matching letters to sounds.  Here are some other ideas:
 1.  Tell your child that “book” begins with /b/ (sound of “b”), ask 
your child to think of more things that begin with /b/, such as 
banana, ball, baby.  Emphasize the /b/ sound when you say each 
word.  Play this game often with different sounds.
 2.  When you see a letter – try to think of something that 
begins with that sound – look on signs, license plates, the title of a 
book you are reading, each letter in your child’s name, etc.  Ask your 
child to name something that begins with the sound of each letter 
you show him or her.
 3.  Play a game where you say a word and your child tries to 
guess what sound it begins with.  Next you say a letter and ask your 
child to think of a word that begins with that letter.
 4.  Use the alphabet cards you received in the packet at 
conference time.  Turn a few letters face down on the table.  Take 
turns with your child turning over a letter and naming a word that 
begins with that sound.



5.  Cut out magazine pictures, coloring book pictures, or draw 
simple pictures for your child.  For each picture make a card with 
the letter that matches the sound each picture begins with.  Mix them 
up and have your child match the picture with the correct letter.  
For example, draw a pig, a cat, and a house.  Give them a P, C, and 
H.  Add a few extra letters for more of a challenge.

6.  Reread the Letter Sound Book often.

 If your child is already confident with letter sounds you can 
encourage him or her to write for a real reason.  Please try to avoid 
spelling out the words for your child, encourage him or her to listen 
to the sounds and write what they hear.  Be sure to ask them to 
read it to you when they are done.

Here are some suggestions of things your child could write:
 - make a grocery list
 - leave a note for a parent or a sibling
 - label a picture they draw
 - make a card to say I love you or Get Well
 - make a reminder note for him/herself – “don’t forget your 
  library book!”
 - make a label for a building they construct out of blocks
 - write a letter to grandparent, a sentence or two is plenty!

Again, please don’t be concerned about correct spelling.  The 
important skill we are working on is the confidence to listen for 
sounds, and match the appropriate letters.  At this point book 
spelling is not important.  In fact, children who worry too much 
about spelling correctly become hesitant to try listening to sounds 
and taking the risk of writing it down.  They only want to 
write the words they have memorized.

 Please look over this paper with your child.  Talk about 
stretching out words and listening for sounds.  Please give you child 
lots of encouragement and appreciate his or her effort!

 Thank you for your help and support!


