
Dear Parents,

 These Letter Sound Books represent many weeks of your child’s work.  
Please take some time to enjoy it with him or her.  Each day we read a story 
which focused on the sound of the letter we were studying and practiced 
making and hearing that sound, and then completed a page in our book.  I am 
very pleased with the great job the children have done learning sounds.  If 
your child is still working on alphabet recognition, or is not confident of 
sounds, please reread this book together often.  You can help reinforce what 
we are learning at school.
 We are ready to begin the alphabet again. This time we will try to 
write words by listening carefully to the sounds we hear, and writing the 
letters which represent those sounds.  The children and I call this phonetic 
spelling or “sound spelling.”  The children are at many different levels of 
readiness for this type of writing, but the important thing is for them to 
feel good about writing.  I am really excited when children are ready to take 
the risk of writing down the letters that they hear, and try spelling words on 
their own.  I think it is very important to encourage all their efforts without 
criticism.  At this point it is more important for children to feel comfortable 
trying to hear the letter sounds and write, than to have correct spelling.  In 
fact, at school we refer to it as “book spelling” rather than correct or right.  
Please encourage your child to write, and to read it back to you; then 
appreciate his or her efforts!
 Every day we will be focusing on one letter, as well as reviewing the 
previous letters and sounds.  You can help by talking with your child about 
the sound each letter makes, and helping him or her to find things around 
the house which begin with each letter.  Every day your child can bring one 
thing to school which begins with the letter sound starting with A on 
Tuesday.  (Please remember that the letter sound is our focus, don’t send 
knife for K, etc.)  Your child will bring the item home the same day.  The 
regular two week calendar will remind you what letter we are 
working on each day.  Your child will bring home a fold-up 
rhyming book which names several items which begin with the 
letter for that day.  This continual exposure and review of 
letters and sounds will help insure your child’s confidence in 
recognizing and using alphabet letters.
 Thank you for your help and support!


