
Adult’s cues

*  Nonverbal signals that you are responsive

Face to face interactions 
Get on the child’s level

Eye contact (consider cultural aspects)

Voice quality
 Check your pitch, tone, and volume

*  Verbal signals that you are responsive

It is critical that we check to see that our nonverbal 
signals match the verbal messages we send.  Children 
pay close attention to both.

These verbal signals make up a few of the very 
powerful strategies which you can use on a daily basis 
to increase oral language.  



Adult verbal signals that 
demonstrate responsiveness 

when listening to a child:

Each of the following signals not only sends the 
message that you care, but also are powerful 
strategies which increase the amount of language in 
the environment:

Extensions (add on)

Reflections (give back)

Paralinguistics ( uh huh)

Open ended questions

These powerful strategies send messages such 
as “I notice you and I am listening to you.”



Extensions
Extensions are used to extend and expand the 
child’s language

Many parents use this type of language naturally

 Examples:
  Wa-wa – yes, water!
  Me go – You want to go home?
  I have juice – You have some apple juice?

Extensions are based purely on the child’s 
conversation, and the intent of the child.

The adult pronounces words fully and/or ads 
descriptive words to the child’s words in order 
to increase meaning.

Extensions scaffold children’s language.



Reflections
Reflections are used to give the child information 
about himself, therefore are quite interesting to young 
children who naturally like to hear about themselves.

Reflections can be used in ANY situation.

In addition to fostering emotional support, reflections 
also scaffold children’s language.

Reflections tell the child “I notice you!  You are 
important!”  

When using reflections, you are acting as the narrator 
of the child’s world.

There are 3 types of reflections that can be used with 
young children:

 Behavior reflections
 Paraphrase reflections
 Affective reflections



Behavior reflections

 Describe what a child is doing
Physical and concrete observable 
characteristics of the child.

Reflections begin with the child’s name or 
“you” followed by the verbal description

They are always stated in a positive manner.

Example – Jeremy comes in wearing a red shirt
“Jeremy, you are wearing a red shirt today.”
“You are entering our room.”
“You are walking briskly.”

Example – Yolanda is playing in the sand
“You are digging in the sand.”
”You have sand all over your body.”
“You are sprinkling sand on your toes.”



Ask  Questions
While extensions and behavior reflections send the 

message “I notice you,” questions can send the message, “I 
wonder what you think.”

There are 2 types of questions and the type of question 
defines the type of signal it sends.

Closed ended questions
Very useful if you want to find out specific 

information
 Directed by the person asking the questions
 Usually ask for 1 or 2 word answers:
  Which color would you like? 

Do you want to go outside?

Open ended questions
 Allow the person being questioned to take 

control of the specific topic and direction 
of the conversation

 Welcome conversation
  “How do you think that happened?”

Signal to the child – “I want to hear what you 
think”



Open Ended Questions

There is a place for both types of questions, 
but open ended questions establish a positive 
emotional environment and are a powerful 
strategy for increasing language development.

Think of open ended questions as opening the 
door to a conversation, and listen to children talk.

Adults most often shower children with too 
many closed ended questions which create the 
opposite effect for which we had intended.  

List some ways that open ended questions often 
begin:

 



Paralinguistics
Paralinguistics are sounds we make which let the 
children know we are listening, they send the 
message to continue talking:

 Mmm Hmm
 Ooooh
 Umhum
 Ah!

Once we’ve invited the conversation, we must 
sustain it without taking over.  Paralinguistics are 
very useful for this.



Paraphrase Reflections

As with other reflections, these let children know 
you notice them and that you are listening.

Paraphrase reflections restate what the child said 
in a new way (much like an extension).

The focus of the conversation is still the choice of the 
child.

When you paraphrase you do not parrot the child’s 
words, you restate with different words.

Example:
Child says: I went to a movie last night.
Do NOT say:  You went to a movie last night.”
Do say:  You visited the theater for a show” or “You went on 
an outing last night.”

Paraphrase reflections are a wonderful way to 
introduce new vocabulary to children.  You can 
pair their word with a new and improved word, or 
just use the new word in the context of the 
paraphrase.



Interactions

Each of the powerful strategies:
extensions

  behavior reflections
  open ended questions
  paralinguistics
  paraphrases

are very useful for engaging in meaningful 
interactions with children.

It is essential to PLAN time in your day for 
interactions.

When do you plan time to interact with children in small 
groups?

When do you plan time to interact with individual 
children?

When do you plan time for children to interact in 
groups?


